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2 JAWS S 

Pure Religion and wndefiled before God 
and the Father is This, To vifit the 
 Fatherleſs and Widows in their Afli- 
| Gon, and to ay baue ene 
19885 the . orla. 


77 E ae bin in theſe Words, that 
„, a compaſſionate [Regard to the 
D iſtreſſes of the more helpleſs 
part of Mankind, and a Puri- 
ty of Life and 3 are eminent Inſtan- 


ces of genuine and finoere Religion; That theſe 


are Virtues in themſelves truely excellent, - what 
will be regarded by God himſelf as ſuch, --- and 
of Conſequence muſt recommend us to his more 


eſpecial Love and Favour. The former of theſe 


ſhall be handl'd at preſent, as a Subject pecu- 
liarly . to — W of this Day's So- 

lemnity. a 
In the Text this — by Viſiting 
th ant and Widows 1 in their Midbion; Per- 
Az ſons 
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ſons much more helpleſs than others, becauſe 
depriv'd of their principal Protection and Sup- 
port. Even thoſe of the higheſt Rank and moſt 
affluent Fortunes muſt feel their Loſs, and want 
Comfort in proportion as this Loſs affects them: 
But thoſe of an inferior Station, whoſe very Sub- 
ſiſtence depended on the Life of their Protector, 
muſt be affected in a much higher Degree. Such 
as theſe are here principally intended; and to 
ſuch I ſhall have a more eſſ Peek View i in x the 
following Diſcourſe. 

To viſit the fatherleſs and Widows, ſhould be 
underſtood in the moſt extenſive Senſe of the 
Words, as carrying with it the Diſcharge of exe- 
ry kind and charitable Office towards them : For 
the Apoſtle is here ſpeaking Not concerning Mat- 
ters of Decency, but of Humanity, --- Not of 
Ceremony, but Duty: To which we may add, 
that the Exprefſian likewiſe implies a willing 
and ready Diſcharge of theſe: ſeveral Offices, -— 
ſuch a Readineſs on our part as waits not to be 
earneſtly ſollicited by ſuch Objects, but urges us 
their:Cafe, in orden to their Releif arid Comfort. 

To do this is I ſay a Matter of Duty, — of 
Duty difeoveiable>by: the very Light of Nature, 


* W In 
> A ſhort, 
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ſhort, of Duty, to which we are urg'd by every 
inward and generous Motive, --- by an Autho- 
rity indiſputable and ſupreme, — and by San- 
ctions in all reſpects fitted to ſupport and main- 
tain ſuch Authority. | 

In my farther Proſecution of this Subject 1 
ſhall conſider Charity, 


I. In reference to diſtreſsd and helpleſs Ob- 


jects at large. 


II. In reference to the fathertels and Widows, 
as more eſpecial Objects of Compaſſion. | 


And Laſtly, In reference to the Children and 


Widows of deceas'd. Clergy-men, on whoſe ac- 


count the preſent Solemnity was inſtituted. 


In the firſt place then I am to conſider Chari- 
ty in reference to diſtreſs'd and helpleſs Objects 


at large. 
This Virtue in General hath its Foundation in 


| the Senſe we have of the ſeveral Connexions be- 


tween Men, as Creatures of the ſame Power, 
as Beings of the ſame Kind, — and as Partakers 
of the ſame Blood. Theſe are farther ſtrength- 
en'd by the Conſiderations of Country, of Neigh- 
bourhood, of Acquaintance, and of Kindred. In 
conſequence of this there ariſes a. Principle with- 

in 
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„ 
in us which diſpoſeth us to have a mutual Re- 
gard for each other: And this Principle is ſo im- 
portant, that ſome have not ſcrupl'd to reſolve 
every Virtue into this, or at leaſt to repreſent it 
as the Teſt by which the any re: of 1 
Virtue muſt be try d. 

But without miting on this at beds, we 
are concern d here to deſcribe or ſtate the Virtue 
itſelf; and this will lead me to the — Point 
intended on this Head. 

By Charity then in the general we ſhould un- 
derſtand ſuch a tender and affectionate Concern 
for others of our own Kind, as prompts us to 
endeavour in every reaſonable way to do them 


Service; — to procure, or to increaſe their Hap- 


pineſs and to prevent, or to remove, or to 
abate their Miſery. So we ſee, there are two 
Points about which Charity is converſant, name- 
ly The Promotion of Good, and The Removal of 
Evil: And which of theſe is the more important 
is the Subject of our preſent Enquiry. 

As to the Promotion of Good we may obſerve, 
that altho every one naturally wiſhes for Happi- 
neſs, yet his Deſire that way operates leſs forci- 
bly than doth his Averſion to Miſery. And this 
appears from hence, that a man may be content 
with a certain Portion of Happineſs without the 


anxious Purſuits of more ; —- - whereas Miſery is 
avoided 


* 
avoided in every Shape, it being impoſſible to 
pleaſe himſelf whilſt he labours under any De- 


gree of Pain. 
And in Truth this is a very wiſe Conſtitution 


of our Nature. For, on any other Suppoſition, 


Man would not be capable of enjoying himſelf 


properly in any Situation. If the Deſire of Hap- 
pineſs were unlimited, in this Life I mean, --- 
ſince abſolute Happineſs cannot be obtain'd here, 
the Longings after what he wants, muſt deſtroy 
the Senſe even of that he hath ; Deſire itſelf al- 
ways carrying with it a certain Degree of Pain. 


But we ſee, altho* there be an Happineſs before 


him, --- I would be underſtood to ſpeak of a 
temporal one — yet he is ſtill capable of con- 
| tenting himſelf without it, and of being ſatisfied 
with that Portion of Good, which Providence 
hath thought fit to grant him. 
So again in reference to Evil, the Averſion to 
which is abſolute ; Here the ſame Wiſdom is 
apparent : For this Averſion is implanted in him 
to make him avoid ſuch Objects as may be de- 
ſtructive of his preſent Frame; It is implant- 
ed, that it may prove a Guard to Virtue, by the 
Foundation which it affords for penal Sanctions ; 
and that he may be drawn off from too great an 
Attachment to this World by the frequent Re- 
turns of diſagreeable and painful Perceptions. 
It 
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It appears thus far that Pain operates more 
ſtrongly upon us than Pleaſure ; and that the 
Conſtitution from whence this ariſes is right. 
We may now advance farther, and obſerve, That 
human Life is greatly expog'd to Accidents from 
whence Uneaſineſs or Pain ariſes ; the Remo- 
val of which muſt greatly import us, --- indeed 
much more, than the Acquiſition of thoſe Ad- 
vantages which ſerve either to produce or to in- 
creaſe our Pleaſures, 

And for this, beyond the Reaſon juſt now af: 
ſign d, that Pain affects us more than Pleaſure, 
this farther Conſideration may be offer d, --- Io 
the Removal of every thing diſagreeable is the 
firſt, and neceſſary Step toward Happineſs, it 
being impoſſible that any one ſhould be happy 
whilſt he feels any Degree of Unhappineſs in 
himſelf. And of conſequence, That Branch of 
Charity which reſpects the Removal of Evil is 
of much greater Importance than that which re- 
ſpects the Improvement even of Good. 

Indeed to attempt the bettering mens Con- 
dition is moſt worthy, and what claims their 


| grateful Acknowledgements; but to redeem them 


from preſent Suffering muſt affect them in a 
much greater Degree. The one may be eſteem d 
an Inſtance of Generoſity, whilſt the other muſt 
be allow'd to be, in the higheſt Senſe of the 
Word, CHARITY. Now 
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Now if this kind of reaſoning on the Point 


be jnſt, it will be plain, that the Excellency of 


our Charity muſt be proportionably highthen'd 
as the Objects of it are more greatly diſtreſs d, 
and leſs capable of helping themſelves. Lower 
Degrees of Suffering Men may bear. Natural 
Fortitude may ſupport them: At leaſt religious 
Conſiderations may give a new Strength to their 
Minds. But what ſhall ſupport them when their 
Minds themſelves are oppreſs d, and unable to 
give a juſt Attention to the very Reaſons which 
ſhould bear them up! --- What ſhall give them 
Comfort, when there are no Proſpects before 
them of Releif, --- when they are neither able by 
their own Power to remove or to abate their Suf- 
ferings, --- nor have any other human Aſſiſtance 
in View! If in ſuch a Caſe a tender-hearted and 
charitable Perſon ſhall ſtep in, and bring unex- 
pected Releif to them, he muſt be receiv'd as a 
kind Meſſenger from Heaven, --- as an Inſtru- 


ment of the All-gracious Being dealing out his 
Mercies in proportion to Men's Wants, and re- 


garding their low Eſtate with Tenderneſs. 

If we look into the Conſtitution of human 
Nature, we ſhall find what Provifion God him- 
ſelf hath there made for Caſes of this Sort; and 
learn the Importance of this Duty from the eſpe- 
_ cial Force with which he urgeth Men to diſ- 
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charge it: For there is ſcarce any one who in 
his cooler Hours, and where the Senſe of form- 
er Diſobligations hath not given a wrong Turn to 
his Mind, --- I fay there is ſcarce any one, who is 
not apt to be mov'd by the Diſtreſſes of others. 
There is implanted in us a natural Principle 
of Compaſſion, which makes us feel the Suf- 
ferings of other Men, and move to their Re- 
lief with as real a Concern as that with which 
we endeavour to releive ourſelves. This in ma- 
ny Inſtances operates antecedently to any Work- 
ings of our own Reaſon ; and may be conſider'd 
as a kind Proviſion of Providence, intended to 
ſupply the Defects of Reaſon where its Meaſures 
are inſufficient, - or to anticipate it in thoſe 
Caſes which require Diſpatch, and cannot wait 
its ſlower and more mature Deliberations. _ - 
Me may farther obſerve, that altho' God hath 
furniſh'd every man with a general Principle of 
Benevolence, whereby we are led in ſome ſort 
as well to advance the Happineſs of Mankind, 
as to remove their Miſeries, yet This operates in 

theſe different caſes with Tags 8 of 
13 5 
With regard to improving the Happinef of 
| baus the Generality of Mankind are leſs apt to 
intereſt themſelves. They may think it ſome | 
fort of Merit not to be concern'd 1 in prejudicing 
: their 


1 

their Intereſts: They may think it a ſtill greater 
to rejoice in their Advantages: But to advance 
farther, and to improve their Condition even at 
their own Expence, they may praiſe indeed in 
Others, but may not find themſelves urg'd to it 
by any very ſtrong or vehement Propenſion. 
It is otherwiſe where Pain or Miſery is ſeen. 
There Men find themſelves immediately affected 
in a very great Degree. They moſt ſenſibly feel 
the Sufferings of other men ; and of courſe muſt 


be impell'd to endeavour their Releif in ſome 


Degree or other. They are fo ſenſible of this 
before hand, that if Avarice be their leading 
Prineiple, they carefully avoid the Sight of ſuch 
Objects, as they cannot well bear either to ſee, 
or to releive. Nay this Compaſſion operates ſo 


ſtrongly upon us, that we are mov'd, we ſcarce 


know how, to run to the Aſſiſtance of a Perſon 
in immediate Danger; and to prevent, if poſſi- 
ble thoſe Miſeries we may not be able after- 
wards to remove. We do this as naturally as we 


ſhut our Eyes againſt Objects which may hurt 
that nice and delicate Organ, and which, if hurt, 


may not eaſily admit a Cure. 

What we are thus led to by the very Conſti- 

tution of our Nature, is farther preſs'd upon us 

ws the Authority of God himſelf, who plainly 
S recom- 


[ x2 ] 
recommends it to us both by his ordinary, and 
by his extraordinary Providence. | 

If the general Frame of Things be ſuch that 
Evil muſt frequently ariſe, yet this very Frame 
itſelf was order'd for wiſe and good Ends, 
more Happineſs, upon the whole, ariſing from 
this Conſtitution than could have been produc'd 
by any other of a different Kind. And even in 
thoſe Inſtances in which Evil is produc'd, there 
are in Nature many Remedies afforded ; ſuch as 
| ſerve either to remove this Evil, or to abate it. 
Or if it happen-that the Sufferer is plac'd out 
of the reach of theſe Remedies, and incapable of 
procuring them by himſelf, there are Others ſtill 
capable of releiving him; --- Others of them- 
ſelves diſpos'd to it; --- Others directly requir'd 
by God himſelf to do fo, his Will this way be- 
ing ſometimes inculcated by expreſs Revelation, 
but always by the inward A poenn of our own 
Reaſon about it. 

If we go farther, and conſider the Conduct of 
our Bleſſed Lord whilſt he appear'd on Earth, 
cloath'd with our Nature, we ſhall find his 
whole Miniſtry fill'd up by Acts of Miracle and 
Mercy. He went about doing Good, i. e. endea- 
vouring to remove the Miſeries of Mankind. As 
theſe were felt moſt ſenſibly, ſo caſes of this 


Kind were by him principally regarded ; and 
| . there- 
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therefore he lay d himſelf out in cleanſing the 
Leprous, in healing the Sick, in giving Strength 
to the Lame, and Sight to the Blind. No diſ- 
treſs'd Petitioner was ever by him diſmiſs d with- 
out Favour. All who fell occaſionally in his 
Way were releiv d. And many were ſought out 
by him, to manifeſt thereby the Greatneſs both 
of his Compaſſion and of his Power. 

Beyond all this, Did not Inſtances of this Kind 
lead to a ſtill greater Work of Mercy? ---I mean, 
the Redemption of Mankind from eternal Miſery. 
For our Sakes did he ſuffer in his own Perſon a 
cruel and ignominious Death: but to make this 
effectual to Salvation Men muſt be induc'd to 
perform the Conditions neceſſary to receive it. 
For this purpoſe he endeavour'd to engage them 
by every Inſtance of Compaſſion, making bodi- 
ly Cures, and the Removal of temporal Calami- 
ties prepare the Way, and conduce effectually to 
the Prevention of thoſe which are eternal. So 
_ that the Point I would enforce, namely Charity 
to diſtreſs'd and helpleſs Objects at large, is re- 
commended by every Conſideration that can ariſe 
in a Mind not entirely deprav'd, --- by every 
Conſideration whether of Nature or of Grace, 
--- whether of Divine Precept or Example, --- 
whether it relate to this World or to the next. 


II. It 
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II. It is Time 1 ſhould now proceed to my 
Second General Head, viz. To conſider Charity 
as it reſpects the Fatherleſs and Widows 1 in par- 
ticular. 4 | 


It hath how already nowd i in the nroduets 
part of this Diſcourſe, That Perſons of this ſort, 
tho' of the higheſt Rank and moſt affluent For- 
tunes, may yet in ſome reſpects need Compaſ- 
fion. The Senſe of having loſt the common 
Head and Protector of their Family, --- to whom 
they were ſo nearly allied, and by whom they 
were directed, muſt be greivous, no doubt, for 
the preſent; and this Loſs may perhaps in fu- 
ture Time be more diſtinctly perceiv'd, when the 
Skill, and Addreſs, and Diligence of ſuch a Di- 

rector is wanted. On ſuch Occaſions therefore, 

to endeavour the Supply of Comfort, or the Di- 
verſion of Grief in any rational Way, is not on- 
ly becoming but neceſſary, not only an Article 
of Politeneſs but of Duty. Almoſt every one 
hath, on ſome occaſion or other, wanted ſuch 
Releifs. He muſt from hence learn of what Im- 
portance they are, and how nee under 
Circumſtances of Diſtreſs. 

But Perſons in higher Life are not apt to be 

deforted. The mutual Connexions: of Intereſts 


baer Families of this Rank will ſecure this 
Point 


1 


Point reaſonably well, and ſupply the room of 
better and more generous Principles. At preſent 
we are moſt concern d about thoſe of inferior 
Station ; who not only being guarded and di- 
rected by their Family-Head, but deriving like- 
wiſe their chief Support from him, muſt imme- 
diately feel their Loſs of him in a greater Degree 
than others, 

Theſe are perhaps left not barely without Or- 

der, but without Maintenance; or, if not en- 
 tirely deſtitute, yet at leaſt greatly reduc'd ; and, 
without foreign Protection, unable to ſupport 
themſelves either againſt the Deceitfulneſs of the 
crafty, or the Oppreſſion of the Powerful. 
It may be difficult to form a perfect Notion 
of the Diſtreſſes of ſuch Perſons without ſeeing 
them ; becauſe their Caſe being exceedingly com- 
plicated, carries with it various particularities of 
Suffering either as implied in it, or . 
from it. 

For beſide that the Perſons I am Speaking of 
muſt be confider'd as depriv'd of their neareſt 
and moſt intimate Relation, — of their moſt na- 
tural Friend, --- of one whote real Intereſts muſt 
always coincide with their own, and therefore 
whoſe Concern for them might have been in all 
| caſes ſecurely depended on, — they are hereby 
| left, for the moſt part, unexperienc'd to manage 
Affairs 
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Affairs intricate, L— poſſibly without a Fortune, 
at moſt with one very ſlender and inſufficient. 
Out of this Children are to be educated as well 
as ſubſiſted, and yet the whole ſcarce furniſhing 
out a bare Subſiſtance. All this while they are 
ſubject to Caſualties they cannot avoid, and to 
bodily Infirmities they are unable to bear, their 
very Diſtreſſes often producing theſe very Infirmi- 
ties. Remedies, if there are ſuch in Nature, are 

out of their Reach; and ſo the ſame Cauſe which 
brought on their Diſorders prevents their Cure. 
To recolle& what is paſt proves greivous ; be- 
cauſe the Remembrance of better Times ſerves 
only to embitter the preſent. Under all theſe 
Calamities they perhaps know not to whom they 
may apply for Succour, --- or are too modeſt to 
aſk that very Releif they ſo greatly want. All 
this is but a faint Deſcription of thoſe Miſeries 
- which frequently attend ſuch Circumſtances. 
| Upon ſuch accounts as theſe we may preſume 
the H. Scripture repreſents the Condition of the 
fatherleſs and Widow as moſt diſtreſs'd. For 
when the ſevereſt Judgements are denounc'd a- 
inſt the Violater of Divine Law, it is faid, 
ce Eis Children ſhall be fatherleſs, and his Wife a 
Widow [P\.109.9. Exod. 22.24.] --- And «© God 
ſhall have no Mercy on fuch fatherkſs and Widows. 
- ORF: On the other hand where no ſuch Pro- 
— 


L 27 ] 
vocations have been given, God hath been pleas'd 
to regard the State of ſuch Perſons with Tender- 
neſs, and to take them under his more eſpecial 
Care. Thus He is repreſented by the Pſalmiſt, 
« os a Father of the fatherleſs, and a Judge of the 
Widews ; [Pſ.68.5.] and as One who helpeth [and 
entereth into] their Cauſe, that the Man of the 
Earth may be no more exalted agar them. on 
I8.] | | 

It is true indeed God doch not interpoſe in a 
miraculous manner on ſuch Occaſions; But Af- 
fairs of this Kind are really influenc'd by him, 
tho in an ordinary Way. Beſide his ſecret and 
leſs-heeded Government of natural Cauſes, which 
are frequently directed in their Favour, eſpe- 
cially when they reſt their Care on Him, it is 
obſerveable, that, in the Precepts he hath de- 
liver'd to Mankind the Caſe before us is parti- 
cularly diftinguifh'd. Thus, in his Directions to 
the Jews, e ſhall not afflict a fatherleſs Child; 
Ex. 22. 22.] Again, Enter not into the Fields of 

the fatherleſs; ¶ Prov. 23. 10.] And, * Curſed be he 
that perverteth the Judgement of the fatherleſs and 
the Widow. [Deut. 27. 19.] Nor are ſuch Perſons 
barely guarded by Precepts of this Nature a- 
gainſt the Cruelty of Oppreſſion; Men are far- 
ther requir'd even to defend and to releive them. 
Thus, «Ye Jnr" execute the Judgement of the fa- 
C therleſs ; 


1 

therleſs ; [ Deut. 10. 18.] And in another place, 
« The fatherleſs ſhall come, and eat, and rejoice with 
thee. Deut. 14.29. 16. 11.] But it will be need- 
leſs to cite more Paſſages to this purpoſe, if we 
recolle& the Words on which the preſent Diſ- 
courſe is form'd; in which St. James aſſures us, 
That Pure Religion, and undefiled before God and 
the Father is This, To viſit the fatherleſs and Wis 
dows in their Affliction. 


| You may ſee, by what I have now offer, | 
that the particular Circumſtances under preſent 


Conſideration, as engaging the regards of Provi- 


| dence, ought eſpecially to engage our own: and 
the more ſo when we remember, that this Effect 


is recommended to us in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 
and enforc'd upon us by the ſtricteſt Precepts. 

But, there is ſtill a Conſideration behind, which 
may be more apt to affect us; I mean, that an 
Inattention to theſe Motives may have bad Ef- 
fects on the Intereſts even of our own Families 


+—= that even Theſe may hereafter want the very 


Releif we deny to others; and which, as a Judge- 
ment on. our Cruelty, they may then aſk. in vain. 


A. Judgement in kind is the juſteft and moſt e- 


quitable that can be imagin'd.; ſuch a one as, 
_ anſwering exactly to the Crime which it pu- 
niſhes, will print out the very Cauſe which 
produc d it, — If we defize to avoid this Con- 


ſequence 
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ſequence we are certainly concern'd to remove 


III. I ſhall now, under my Laſt Head, con- 
ſider Charity with reference to the Children and 
Widows of deceas'd Clergy-men, on whoſe Ac- 
count the preſent Solemnity was inſtituted. 


And here I muſt obſerve, in the firſt Place, 
That every Conſideration which relates to the 
Caſe of the fatherleſs and Widows in general, 
will be of equal Force in the preſent Inſtance : 
Their Circumſtances being ſo far the fame, our 
Conduct towards both ought to be the ſame like» 
wile. | 
But there are many Centdrentions of a more 
ſpecial Nature here, which create ſome ſort of 
Difference. Theſe highthen our Obligations, 
and give the unfortunate Perſons, for whom I 
have undertaken to ſollicit, ſome ſtronger — 
of Favour. 

Others who may ack and upon that account” 
a Attention, are deſcended perhaps from 
Perſons obſcure, --- Perſons of no conſiderable 
Conſequence, --- and whoſe Merits in regard to 
the Publick may intitle them to no Diſtinction 
of Notice. To ſuch we can be attatch'd only 
by the Senſe we have of the Hardſhip of their 
. and the Neceſſity of releiving them. But 

6 thoſe, 
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thoſe, of whom I am now ſpeaking, have been 
deriv'd from, or nearly allied to Perſons, who 
(beſide the Sacredneſs of their Character) have 
deſerv'd well of others; whoſe Education, whoſe 
Improvements, whoſe Diligence, and whoſe Suc- 
ceſs likewiſe in the Diſcharge of their Office have 
ſet them- above the inferior Part of Mankind. 
By all theſe they have render'd many Services to 
others of the moſt important Nature, whilſt they 
have contributed to inſtruct the ignorant, to re- 
ſolve the doubting, to reclaim the wicked, and 
to confirm the virtuous. Surely there muſt be 
ſome Degree of Merit ariſing from Conſidera- 
tions of this Kind. And if from their fpiritual 
Things others have receiv'd ſuch Advantages, 
ought not they likewiſe to have receiy'd a Com- 
petency at leaſt of temporal Things ? . 
And yet the contrary hath often happen d. The 
Impoveriſhment of Parochial Livings, occafion'd 
originally by wrong Mangement before the Refor- - 
mation, hath render'd the greateft part of Benefi- 
ces inſufficient even for a decent Support: Under 
which circumſtance we have real Cauſe of Won- 
der, Not that any of the Clergy have been reduc'd 
to Difficulties, but that ſuch Caſes have not been 
much more frequent. --- Surely they muſt have 
been attended with ſome: fecret Blefling, ſome 
particular Favour of The Almighty!” 


Let it not therefore be thought, that the Dif- 
ficulties they have met with living, and the Diſ- 
treſſes which their Families ſuffer when they are 
gone, have been owing either to their Vices or 
their Extravagancy: (--- I may hope there have 
been few Inſtances of that Kind!) We may ac- 
count for them on another Foot : And it will be 
but Juſtice to recollect, beſide the Straitneſs of 
their Incomes, the Expenſiveneſs of their Situa- 

tion, --- the Hoſpitality. expected from them, --- 
the Charities in which they abound ; --- their In- 
experience of the World, which often makes 
them the Property of the Crafty ; --- and beyond 
all this, that Delicacy in their Character which 
allows them Not in foreign Employments, and 
to increaſe their Fortunes by the common ways 
of Gain, We may add, that their Families them- 
ſelves, tenderly bred (as the foregoing Conſide- 
rations ſhew they muſt be) are leſs capable of 
combating thoſe Difficulties hereafter, which the 
unfortunate Condition of their Parents may have 
created. 1 

But here it may be objected by the Members 
of the Church of Rome, that We ourſelves: are 
in Fault; --- that the Conſtitution of Proteſtant 

Churches is wrong; and that by allowing Mar- 
| riage to the Clergy We ourſelves have created 
_ thoſe Difficulties of which we now complain. 

But 


E36 

But What! is Marriage to be denied to thoſe, 
whoſe Circumſtances being narrow and preca- 
rious, their Families may from thence be reduc'd 
to Difficulties ? If this Principle be carried to its 
full Extent, it will reach farther than the Obje- 
ctors may be at firſt aware; For, on this Sup- 
poſition, the far greateſt part of Mankind muſt 
be condemn'd to a ſingle State. 

I ſhall not here conſider the religious Grounds 
on which the Celibacy of the Clergy hath been 
built. To attempt this will be needleſs; ſince they 
carry with them ſo little Appearance of Force, 
that I cannot ſuſpect their Influence on any one 
who now hears me. More is it to my purpoſe to 
clear the Caſe from the Imputation of thoſe tem- 
poral Difficulties with which it ſeems to be at- 
tended, and to which every one is apt to give 
Attention. 

- Here then we ſhould der thay altho' the 
Diſtreſſes I have mention'd do ſometimes affect 
the Families of our inferior Clergy, yet this is 
not generally the Caſe ; and where it proves ſuch, 

theſe Diſtreſſes may be remov'd by the charitable 
Offices of others, who in many reſpects reap 
much greater Advantages from the general Mar- 
riage of our Clergy, _—— Incon- 
venience by releiving them. 


Out 
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Out of the ſeveral, which might be produc d 
on this occaſion, I ſhall chuſe to inſiſt on One; 
I mean, That the Eccleſiaſtical Intereſts are here- 
by moſt ſtrongly connected with the Civil; to 
the Support of which the Clergy are hereby en- 
gag d, --- and being engag d have contributed in 
no ſmall Degree to ſerve them. On this foot 
our Clergy themſelves being hereafter to be re- 
preſented by Lay Perſons deſcended from them, 
cannot with the too great Exaltation of them- 
ſelves or Depreſſion of others, --- cannõt wiſh 
to have thoſe extravagant Powers and Privileges 
reviv'd, which once prov'd ſo burthenſome to 
the Publick, and under which their own Poſte- 
rity, ſhould they be reviv'd, muſt hereafter ſuf- 
fer. In ſhort, this Union of Intereſts farther 
confirm'd by the various Allyances on this foot 
created, and the Friendſhips reſulting from them, 
is that Bond which doth, and, we hope, ever 
will hold theſe States together. The Advantages 
of this Union are mutual: Their Concern there- 

fore for each other ſhould be mutual likewiſe. 
The Concluſion from the whole of the fore- 
going Circumſtance, is This ; That fince from 
the Marriage of the Clergy, ſometimes ſo poor- 
ly provided for, Difficulties may ariſe, The Pub- 
lick is intereſted in ſome proper way to obviate 
theſe Difficulties ; and to take Care, that fuch 
Righteous 
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Righteous may not ſeem to be entirely forſaken, 
nor their Seed left under the ſad Neceſſity to beg 
their Bread. — 

For this Eee a Sdelety > was long a e- 
ed i in the Capital of this Kingdom in favour 
of the Widows and Children of Clergymen. The 
Deſign met with the Encouragement it deſerv'd. 
And: tho' its Beginnings were, as ſuch generally 
are, mean, yet by the Induſtry. and Zeal of thoſe 
who purſu'd its Intereſts, the Collections were 
enlarg'd, the Numbers of Perſons releiv'd in- 

creas d, and its good Effects felt not only by the 
immediate Objects of this Charity, but by every 
one who thought himſelf concern'd to promote 
it. Gods Bleſſing, which ſo viſibly attended this 
Deſign, we muſt preſume was not wanting to 
the Benefactors: For, what God approves, he 
mult no doubt reward. 

Vet, the. largeſt Collections that can be made 
in any one Place muſt prove inſufficient to re- 
leive the Wants of All who need Releif. This 
muſt have prov'd greivous to that generous and 
charitable Society : whoſe Incapacity to do all 
the Good they would, muſt abate much of the 
Satisfaction they might otherwiſe - receive from | 
that which in Fact they did. ; 

This hath been conſider d. 4 the Good Er- $ 
m"_ There firſt thewn, hath kindVg a like ge- 
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nerous Spirit in other Places. Similar Societies 
have been inſtituted, and the ſame worthy pur- 
poſes purſu'd in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom ; 
— in This eſpecially, which having ſubſiſted now 
_ almoſt SIx TV years, is perhaps the Firſt, as it is 
One of the faireſt Copies of the before-mention'd 
valuable Original. 

By conſulting the Minutes of this Society it 
will appear, that its Progreſs hath greatly corre- 
ſponded with the Circumſtances of that from 
which. it took: its Riſe ; this in its firſt Beginning, 
hke the Grain of Muſtard-Seed, ſmall, yet like 
that alſo ſpreading itſelf in Time, hath at length 
afforded: Shelter to. Numbers reſorting to it. 

Several Years paſs d before it was enabled to 
releive ſo much as a ſingle Object; during which 
Time it liy d only in, Hope of doing ſomething 

conſiderable hereafter by the Bleſſing of that Pro- 

vidence, which having firſt inſpir'd the Deſign, 
it was preſum d ! in its on good Time 

perfect * of 
Nor hath this Hope hs a Fox i in its 
preſent Condition (and may this always continue 
at leaſt, if not improve) it is enabl'd to relieve. 
both the Widows and Children of Clergy-men, 
and to extend its Influence even to thoſe of re- 
moter Parts. So that the good Effects of it be- 
ing now ſo ſenſibly felt, we plcaſe ourſelves with 
D  - hoping 
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hoping, that every good man, whoſe Eyes are 
upon us, and who approves our Labours, will 
chearfully aſſiſt us in them. | 

But, if we hope this, we muſt continue to 
diſcharge our own Duty well.; we muſt preſs on 
towards the great End before us; and not flack- 
en our Endeavours on that very account which 
ought to invigorate them, --- I mean, the good 
State in which this Society ſubſiſts at preſent. 
This would immediately ſet us back. For Who 
will be encourag'd to promote that Cauſe, which 
wie ourſelves deſert? Let me addreſs myſelf 
therefore to you for this purpoſe, and exhort you 
Not to diſgrace the Work you have hitherto 
carry'd on with ſo much Credit by any future 
Backwardneſs or Indolence. 

In the firſt Place, Let me beſpeak the Atten- 
tion of my Bretheren the ClEROV; and remind 
them, that the Cauſe I am recommending i is moſt 
properly their Own. It is the Support of their 
own Credit and Dignity ; The Reſcuing from 
undeſerv d Diſgrace and Diſtreſs the Repreſenta- 
tives of thoſe, who were once of their own Or- 
der, and whoſe Diſgraces or Diſtreſſes muſt, in 
ſome degree, affect themſelves. To be generous 
therefore on ſuch an Occaſion is in ſome ſenſe to 
provide for THEIR Own; and not to do ſo, is, 
in the Apoſtles Eſtimation, to renounce even our 
Faith itſelf. | In 
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In the next Place I would beſpeak the Favour 
of thoſe, who are deſcended from the Clergy, 
tho' not belonging to their Order. Let ſuch re- 
member from whom they derive themſelves. And 
if they bear any Reſpect to the Memory of thoſe 
venerable Perſons from whom they deſcended, let 


them expreſs it by a Liberality to thoſe, who are 


deriv'd from a like venerable Stock. Let not ſuch 
content themſelves with barely contributing to 
their Neceſlities out of their own Abundance, but 
ſerve them likewiſe by their Intereſt and by their 
Zeal: And if there are any Offices to be diſcharg'd 


this way, which may prove either troubleſome or 


expenſive, it would ill become them by with- 
drawing to leave that Work to others, on many 
accounts leſs capable of ſupporting it. And let 


not any Thing by Taz be thought a Burthen, 


the bearing which will give them at once both 
Comfort and Reputation. 


Lem, Lady; eee ae 


pious and charitable Perſon here preſent; who, 
tho not directly related to that Order, from whom 
the Objects of our preſent Concern, have been 


deriv'd, are yet allied to them by the Profeſſion 


of the ſame common Faith, and more nearly con- 


nected, as tbeir Parents, whilſt alive, were Helpers 
of this Faith. Remember the ſpiritual Advanta- 


ges deriv'd from them perhaps to YouRsELvEs, 
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at leaſt t to others in the ſame circumſtances with | 
yourſelves. And if theſe Perſons have worn 
themſelves. gut by their ſpiritual Labours, and. - 
liv'd not long enough to make any ſuitable Pro- 
viſion for their Families, Pay ſo much Regard 
to their Memory, as not to ſuffer their innocent 
Deſcendents to crouch even for a Plece of Bread. 
Your Appearance in this Place upon the preſent. 
occaſion makes me Hope that ſuch, an Ain, 
will not be made in vain. 

Upon the Whole, Let us go on, as We 3 
Hitherto done ; or rather let us improve, --- and 
by gradual Improvements at length attain Perſe- 
ction; That Perfection, which having led us 
to endeavour the rendering all about us happy, 
will give us Confidence at the laſt Day, --- and 
obtain for Us this comfortable Sentence from 
Him who is the moſt perfect Judge and Reward- 
er of real Worth, © Come ye bleſſed Children of my: 
Father, Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you: from 
the Foundation of the World. Fur I uas hungry and 
ye gave me Meat : I was thir/ty. and ye gave 1. 
Drink: I wes a Stranger and ye took. n in: Na- 
ted and ye chathed me: Sich and in Priſim and ye 
came unto me. FVerily J ſay unto You, inaſmuch as 
D 
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